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most of his time to completing the translation, which he had
begun several years before, of Books II and IV of the ^Eneid?
By autumn Surrey was again very much in the royal favor.
From Woodstock, near Oxford, on i October, Henry VIII
wrote to Charles V commending "the earl of Surrey, knight
of his Order [of the Garter], who desires to see the Emperor's
camp; and whose request in this Henry has readily granted,
hoping that by experience of war he may succeed to the honor-
able qualities of his relatives."3
An English military force, under the command of John Wal-
lop, had been sent over during the summer of 1543 to aid the
Emperor in his campaign hi the north of France. The Emperor
had undertaken to capture the town of Landrecy. Immediately
after Henry VIII wrote commending Surrey to Charles V, the
young Knight of the Garter set out for the Continent and
joined the English troops before Landrecy on 4 October. Sir
John Wallop, who had been taught the trade of war by the
Duke of Norfolk, treated Surrey with every consideration, ad-
mitted him to the councils of war, outlined for him the general
plan of the campaign, and explained to him the details of the
siege. Surrey was always eager to see and to learn. According
to the report of Surrey's arrival which Wallop sent to the
King, Wallop himself conducted Surrey through the English
trenches about Landrecy. During this visit to the front line
Surrey was "somewhat saluted"4 by the ordnance of the
enemy; as he heedlessly exposed his person in his desire for a
better view of the trenches and the defenses of the town, he
narrowly escaped serious injury.
Another of Sir John Wallop's reports to the King is couched
in words which seem to reflect some description by the poet:
The mortar that shoots artificial bullets . . . shot last night in the
presence of the Duke of Arschot, my lord of Surrey, Mr, Carew,
and others, "who say that it was a strange and dreadful sight to
see the bullet fly into the air spouting fire on every side; and at
his [its] fall they might well perceive how he [it] leaped from place
2 This is merely conjecture; cf. above, pp. 65-67; Bapst,  234-336, 274 fi.;
Brenan & Statham, p. sSoff., Padelford, pp. 233-234.
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